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PRESIDENT'S  PAGE 


I  hope  you  all  have  your  plane  and 
motel  reservations  made  for  our  ANNUAL 
convention,  which  will  be  held  on 
September  28  in  Dallas,  Tx.  It  will  be 
held  in  conjunction  with  the  Dallas-Fort 
Worth  Multiplex  Coin  Show. 

I  want  to  congratulate  NANCY  YEE , 
as  the  winner  of  the  design  for  our  club 
unit  this  year,  also  I  want  to  thank  all 
of  the  other  club  members  who  took  time 
to  submit  designs. 

After  reading  Secretary  Nancy's 
comments  in  the  last  Bugle,  I  am  sure 
that  there  will  be  several  activities  to 
keep  us  busy  in  the  Dallas  area.  I  am 
sure  each  and  every  one  of  us  will  have 
an  enjoyable  time  and  beneficial 
meeting . 

Also  I  would  like  to  thank  Lou 
Kretovics  and  Dick  DeVries  for  selecting 
the  meeting  site  as  well  as  Michelle 
Burke  for  the  timely  news  releases  in 
the  media  publications. 

Well  that  is  all  for  this  issue, 
hope  to  see  several  old  friends  and  meet 
many  new  members  at  the  annual  meeting. 


Jim  Best 


Note: 

The  article  "Silver  Art  Bars"  by  Will  Rossman 
will  be  concluded  in  the  next  Bugle.  We  have 
the  A  page  insert  in  this  Bugle  and  we  run  out 
of  room. 


Thank  You 
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W  Nancy  Yee  9/96 


Secretary-Treasurer’s 

Report 


Convention  News:  In  a  recent  phone  conversation 
with  bourse  chairman  Paul  Garner,  he  indicated 
that  a  greater  number  of  dealers  than  usual  has 
expressed  an  interest  in  coming  to  this  show  be¬ 
cause  the  IASAC  will  be  there!  They're  all  plan¬ 
ning  to  bring  lots  of  rounds  and  bars  for  us  to 
look  at  and  buy.  The  President  of  the  Texas 
Numismatic  Association  plans  to  be  on  hand  to 
welcome  us,  and  Paul  is  hoping  to  get  some  TV 
coverage  as  well.  We're  going  to  have  a  great 
time  in  Texas! 

Thanks  go  to  Paul  for  advertising  the  IASAC  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  Coin  World  show  directory  and  in 
Numismatic  News.  Thanks  also  to  Michelle  Burke 
for  her  press  releases  which  advertised  the  club 
and  our  1996  round.  In  fact,  our  newest  member 
Richard  Nacht  #400  joined  on  the  basis  of  Mich¬ 
elle's  article  which  appeared  in  the  July  23rd 
edition  of  "Numismatic  News." 

We've  set  a  meeting  time  of  11:00  a.m.  on  Satur¬ 
day  morning.  Sept.  28th.  The  meeting  room  ad¬ 
joins  the  bourse  floor.  Dick  DeVries  has  a 
great  idea.  He  wants  to  conduct  an  auction  after 
the  business  meeting,  for  the  benefit  of  the  club 
He  hopes  this  might  become  an  annual  event.  If 
you'd  like  to  send  a  donation,  I'll  be  happy  to 
accept  it.  Better  yet,  we'd  like  to  see  you  in 
Irving ! 

If  you'd  like  to  bring  items  for  sale,  please 
let  me  know  so  we  can  arrange  to  share  space  at 
the  club  table.  And,  if  you'll  be  arriving  be¬ 
fore  show  set-up  (Friday  from  4-9  p.m.),  Mr. 
Garner  can  arrange  for  security.  His  friend, 
the  chief-of-police  can  lock  things  up  tight. 

He's  the  head  of  a  numismatic  crime  information 
network.  It  sounds  like  everything  is  well 
under  control! 
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More  Convention  News:  Paul  Garner  is  just  bub¬ 
bling  with  enthusiasm  about  our  meeting  in  Irving. 
Other  tidbits  of  information  are  that  there  will 
most  likely  be  two  different  Dallas  Cowboys  foot¬ 
ball  stars  signing  autographs  each  day,  so  come 
prepared  with  trading  cards,  or  buy  photos  there. 
Tours  around  town  can  be  arranged  through  Linda 
at  the  Howard  Johnson  Motel  (phone  tt  below)  and 
there  is  great  shopping  about  10  miles  down  the 
road  at  the  Galleria. 

If  you  haven't  already  made  reservations,  the 
show  will  be  held  at  the  Howard  Johnson  Motel, 

120  West  Airport  Drive,  Irving  TX  75062.  Call 
them  direct  at:  214-579-8911.  You'll  have  to 
ask  for  the  coin  show  rate  of  $35/night  in  order 
to  receive  it. 

We're  planning  a  group  dinner  on  Saturday  evening. 
It's  usually  the  highlight  of  the  weekend,  so  do 
plan  to  attend.  We've  got  a  good  Tex  Mex  rest¬ 
aurant  in  Dallas  in  mind.  Drop  me  a  line,  or 
use  the  sign-up  sheet  at  the  coin  show.  See 
y'all  there! 

Round  Sales:  Sales  are  going  great  guns.  In  fact, 
the  enameled  rounds  have  already  sold  out.  If 
you're  quick,  we  can  probably  still  reserve  your 
club  number.  Duane  will  be  doing  the  serial 
numbers  shortly  before  he  leaves  for  Irving. 

Bronze  Rounds:  Several  of  you  have  asked  whether 
members  would  be  receiving  a  bronze  issue  for 
articles  submitted  to  the  'Bugle.'  Originally 
we  said  there  wouldn't  be  a  bronze,  but... guess 
what!  I've  ordered  a  few,  to  be  presented  only 
to  those  members  attending  the  club  meeting  or 
for  sending  in  articles  or  profiles  for  the 
'Bugle.'  You  can  still  earn  one  this  year.  Just 
one  per  member. 

Trivia  Contest:  Doug  Jennings  wins  the  prize  for 
his  answers  to  the  quiz  in  my  last  column.  The 
two  pictures  were  "a  giraffe  walking  by  a  second 
story  window"  and  "the  moon  through  a  keyhole." 
Doug  also  had  a  movie  review  for  'The  Phantom,’ 
a  summer  flick  that  came  and  went  rather  quickly. 
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Doug  says,  "it  was  a  nice  old-time  Indiana  Jones- 
type  movie.  It  won't  win  an  Academy  Award,  but 
it  was  nice  to  see  a  family  movie  that  we  could 
all  enjoy."  For  his  efforts,  Doug  will  receive 
a  Betsy  Ross  Flag  (WM-37)  donated  by  Michelle 
Burke .  - 

Mini-Meeting:  Doug  Jennings  made  this  proposal. 

He  would  like  to  see  any  IASAC  members  who  could 
come  to  the  Michigan  State  Numismatic  Society 
show  in  Dearborn  over  the  Thanksgiving  weekend. 
He's  willing  to  organize  a  meeting,  if  anyone  is 
interested.  Please  call  him  at  313-279-1728,  or 
write:  2616  Summerfield  Rd.,  Petersburg  MI  49270. 

Finally:  There  wasn't  any  room  left  in  the 

Mailbag  section,  and  I  couldn't  let  this  gem 
slip  by.  When  I  first  read  his  letter,  I  thought 
Bill  Cassin  had  'gone  round  the  bend.'  It  began: 
"Deer  Nan-ci:  Am  righting  two  order  too  uv  the 
klub  round... won  plane  at  $20.00  and  won  e-nam-ed 
prised  at  $ 50 . 00 . . . Doughnot  hav  much  too  rite 
about,  sew  this  leter  will  bee  a  bit  small... 
Pleaze  for  give  my  speling . . . Los  mi  dickshunary . .  " 

Bill  continued  on  in  regular  prose  with  a  review 
of  the  July  COINARAMA  show.  He  was  surprised  to 
find  a  lot  of  rounds  available;  he  guessed  one 
dealer  had  around  3,000  rounds.  However,  there 
were  few  bars,  mostly  Hamilton  Mint  singles  from 
broken  sets. 

I  sent  Bill  a  similarly  silly  letter  in  return, 
and  didn't  get  much  beyond  a  paragraph.  At  leest 
eye  tryed! 


Welcome  to  New  Members 


Leeanne  Curts  (Lantz)  Lindsay,  California 

Richard  Nacht  (Burke)  Princeton  Junction  NJ 

Thanks :  To  Archie  Kidd,  John  Gillgren  and  Jan 

Henke  for  their  recent  gifts  of  cash  and  silver. 


Heard  on  the  Street 


Why  don't  men  catch 
i  sbtd 
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The  summer  doldrums  were  evi¬ 
dent  when  no  one  ventured  a 
guess  to  the  last  Brain  Teasers. 
Sorry  to  say,  no  prize  is  in 
the  mail.  So,  we  have  returned 
another  of  the  popular  logic  puzzlers.  Have  some  fun 
this  one,  and  return  your  answers  by  the  appointed 
.  GOOD  LUCK! 


The  carnival  was  in  town  and  five  friends  spent  many 
evenings  there.  They  are  two  boys  named  Carl  and  Clark, 
and  three  girls  named  Carol,  Clare  and  Clara.  They  each 
had  a  favorite  ride,  either  the  ferris  wheel,  dodgems, 
scrambler,  round-up  or  whip.  They  also  liked  to  spend 
time  in  the  midway,  trying  to  win  prizes  at  their  favorite 
booths.  Each  of  them  had  a  different  favorite:  baseball 
throw,  darts,  horse  racing,  ring  toss  and  sledge  hammer. 
From  the  clues  given,  determine  the  favorite  ride  and 
midway  attraction  of  each  of  the  five  friends. 
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One  boy  likes  throwing  baseballs  and  the  other  boy 
likes  riding  the  whip. 


darts  or  the  horse  race. 

Carol  is  not  the  girl  who 
likes  the  ferris  wheel  or 
the  girl  who  likes  the 
scrambler  and  Carol's 
favorite  contest  is  not 
darts  or  ring  toss. 

Clare's  favorite  ride  is 
not  the  ferris  hweel. 


V. 


Clara. 

id-up 

not 

< 

CD 

V) 

< 

CD 

t- 

cc 

< 

o 

o 

< 

cr 

in 

cr 

O 

I 

RING  TOSS 

|  HAMMER 

m 

2 

in 

O 

O 

O 

O 

|  FERRIS  WHEEL  1 

a 

z> 

6 

z 

D 

O 

a 

|  SCRAMBLER  1 

a 

I 

CARL 

CAROL 

CLARA 

CLARE 

CLARK 

DOOGEMS 

FERRIS  WHEEL 

ROUNOUP 

SCRAMBLER 

WHIP 

MEMBER  PROFILE 


Meet  Leeanne  Curts  #399 


Greetings!  My  name  is  Leeanne  Curts,  and  I  am 
now  member  #399  of  IASAC.  My  interest  in  pre¬ 
cious  metals  began  in  1982,  when  my  husband 
(then  boyfriend),  bought  me  silver  for  my  high 
school  graduation  gift.  He  followed  up  with  a 
birthday  bar  that  same  year. 

Since  that  time,  although  I  am  still  lured  by  the 
glitter  of  gold  and  silver  in  its  bullion  form, 
my  thoughts  as  I  collect  various  pieces  have 
turned  quite  political;  I  sincerely  believe  that 
one  day  I  may  be  putting  food  on  my  table  by  pur¬ 
chasing  it  with  gold  and  silver.  That  was  my 
reason  for  choosing  the  "Keep  Me  and  Never  Go 
Broke"  bar  from  Dick  DeVries'  collection  as  my 
membership  gift.  Silver  especially  is  one  of  the 
few  things  a  person  can  collect  that  will  be  of 
value  in  the  real  world. 


Some  of  the  collectible  items  I  am  concentrating 
on  at  this  time  are  the  "Silver  Strike"  $10.00 
denomination  tokens  from  Nevada  and  other  states. 
I  do  have  a  few  to  trade,  if  anyone  is  interested 
I  also  have  a  few  surplus  bars  and  rounds,  but  I 
have  no  way  of  cataloging  them  as  far  as  number 
or  mint,  so  any  help  there  would  be  appreciated. 


In  addition  to  this  hobby,  I  am  a  charter  member 
of  Bead  Hoarders  Anonymous.  I  do  (honestly!) 
turn  some  of  them  into  earrings,  barettes  and 
pins,  but  most  of  them  fill  jars  in  spice  racks 
hung  on  my  walls.  When  I  have  a  few  moments  of 
free  time,  I  am  usually  creating  some  kind  of 
j  ewelry . 


My  ever-patient  and 
I  have  been  married 
small  olive  grove, 
patient,  so  we  spend 
the  most  out  of  each 
lated  enough  that  we 
days  without  seeing 
us  both  just  fine, 
veggies  and  fruit,  a 
sometimes  lay  eggs, 
also  enjoy  going  to 


supportive  husband,  Dick,  and 
14  years,  and  we  live  in  a 
Hi  is  a  disabled  Cancer 
a  lot  of  time  trying  to  get 
and  every  day.  We  are  iso- 
sometimes  go  for  several 
another  person,  which  suits 
We  also  grow  many  of  our  own 
nd  have  pet  chickens  that 
two  cats  and  two  dogs.  We 
flea  markets  and  yard  sales. 
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TERMS  OP  SALE 

PLEASB  PRINT  TOUR  NRMS,  ADDRBSS,  AND  PHONE  NUMBER  WITH  EACH  ORDER. 

MAKE  CHECKS  PAYABLB  TOi  JIM  BEST.  PLEASE  ADD  S3. 00  POSTAGE  AND  HANDLING  ON  ALL  ORDERS. 
PLEASE  SBND  US  TOUR  WANT  LIST  AS  NS  HAVE  MANY  OTHBR  BARS  AND  ROUNDS. 

ALL  ITEMS  ARB  .999  PINB  SILVER 
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Congratulations  to  Lois 
Lampinen  #005  and  Guy 
Gladle  #375  who  were  the 
winners  in  our  last  contest.  They  will  receive 
rounds  donated  to  the  club  by  Chuck  Luce  #131 
and  Bob  Brown  #318.  Thanks  to  everyone  who  sent 
in  answers  to  the  last  puzzle:  Doug  Jennings, 
Rick  Colgan,  Thomas  Clark,  Don  Nelson  &  Lynnae 
Clark.  We're  glad  you  enjoy  playing  the  games. 
Guy  sent  this  note  with  his  answer:  "I  have  had 
a  lot  of  fun  solving  your  Brain  Teasers... If 
this  solution  is  incorrect,  it's  okay.  I  had 
fun  trying  to  solve  it."  Doug  Jennings  noted, 
"This  was  tough ...  thanks  for  the  challenge." 

Here  are  some  easy  questions  about  TEXAS,  site 
of  our  upcoming  meeting.  GOOD  LUCK! 


1  .  What  Texas  city  is  said  to  have  been  named 
for  James  Polk's  Vice  President? 

2.  In  what  year  and  what  order  was  Texas  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  Union?  Who  was  President  at 
the  time? 

3.  El  Paso  is  the  biggest  city  on  what  river? 

4.  What  Texas  cities  issued  75th  anniversary 
Coca  Cola  ingots? 


Previous  answers: 


1  st 
2nd 
3rd 


4th 

5th 


Al's  Hardware 
Joe's  Florist 
Decker  Insurance  Co. 
Mom's  Bakery 
City  Bank 


Panthers 

Lions 

Tigers 

Cougars 

Bobcats 
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hough  barely  into  their  second  decade  as  collectibles, 
silver  art  bars  have  endured  a  stormy  history  un¬ 
paralleled  by  any  other  form  of  exonumta.  Originally 
designed  as  a  marketing  tool  of  the  silver  industry, 
art  bars  rose  in  popularity  to  "fad”  levels,  waned 
with  rising  silver  prices,  died  in  the  "silver  rush"  of 
1980,  and  slowly  re-emerged  as  market  conditions 
once  again  made  their  production  and  collection 
feasible. 

Commonly  associated  with  either  medallic  art  or 
bullion  bars,  the  limited-edition  art  bar  incorporates 
the  primary  characteristics  of  both.  Medallic  an  is, 
of  course,  amstic  in  nature  and  of  limited  edition, 
but  generally  is  not  restricted  to  any  panicular 
weight  or  fineness.  Conversely,  bullion  bars  possess 
specific  weight  and  fineness  but  are  not  of  limited 
edition,  and  little  or  no  attempt  is  made  to  improve 
their  attractiveness  through  artistic  design. 

A  silver  art  bar,  then,  may  be  defined  as  an  ingot 
that  has  a  standard  weight,  is  artistic  in  nature  and 
usually  is  of  limited  edition  Although  variations  in 
weight  and  fineness  have  occurred,  the  standard  art 
bar  contains  one  ounce  of  .999  fine  silver. 


The  Early  Years _ 

Silver  art  bars  owe  their  conception  to  the  govern 
ment's  decision  in  1964  to  take  the  United  States  off 
the  silver  standard.  With  silver  prices  floating  in  the 
world  market  and  citizens  permitted  to  own  the 
metal  in  its  raw  form,  silver  producers  sought  ways 
to  promote  public  interest  and  ownership 

Early  records  are  sketchy  at  best,  but  it  is  gen¬ 
erally  acknowledged  that  the  first  art  bars  were  pro¬ 
duced  by  Foster  and  Company  of  Walla  Walla, 
Washington  In  1968  they  released  a  stx-bar  set  of 
3-ounce  .999  silver  ingots,  each  picturmg  a  different 
western  silver  mine  They  followed  with  a  similar 
set  in  1969  and  in  so  doing  produced  a  hobby  classic, 
"The  Eagle's  Nest."  The  six  pieces  in  this  set  varied 
in  weight  from  one-quarter  ounce  to  ten  ounces  and 
featured  eagles  in  various  poses  The  set  incorporated 
round,  square,  rectangular  and  octagonal  shapes  and 
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was  displayed  in  a  velvet-lined  presen¬ 
tation  case 

With  the  advent  of  the  70s,  other 
private  mints  started  getting  mto  the 
act.  In  1970  and  1971  both  the  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Kennedy  Mints  produced 
bars  featuring  political  leaders,  and  the 
first  "holiday"  ingot  was  released — a 
25th  anniversary  bar.  Foster  and  Com¬ 
pany  continued  with  its  western  min¬ 
ing  themes,  and  the  Franklin  Mint, 
known  primarily  for  its  sterling 
medals,  produced  several  sets  of  500- 
and  1,000-grain  ingots  Like  a  huge 
luggernaut,  the  popularity  of  silver  art 
bars  picked  up  speed. 

The  Boom  Years 


In  1972  Harry  Foreman,  a  well- 
known  Philadelphia  coin  dealer,  opened 
a  subsidiary  operation  known  as  the 
Madison  Mint  Initially,  the  mint's  of¬ 
ferings  were  similar  to  those  of  the 
Washington  and  Kennedy  Mints,  but 
mid  year  it  released  a  number  of  trans- 
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In  1969  Foster  and  Company  of 
Walla  Walla,  Washington,  produced 
a  classic  set  of  art  bars  called  "The 
Eagles  Nest."  The  six-piece  set  com¬ 
prised  a  variety  of  shapes  (round, 
square,  rectangular  and  octagonal) 
and  weights  (one-quarter  ounce  to 
ten  ounces J  Pictured  here  are  a  five- 
ounce  round,  one-ounce  and  half¬ 
ounce  rectangles,  and  quarter-ounce 
square 


portation-oriented  art  bars  depictmg 
antique  cars,  trains,  a  fire  engine  and  a 
ship  Harbinger  of  things  to  come,  this 
high-quality  set  displayed  intricate 
detail  and  proof  surfaces,  and  proved  to 
be  a  highly  popular  gift. 

Seemingly  out  of  nowhere,  thou¬ 
sands  of  collectors  began  to  clamor  for 
silver  art  bars,  and,  as  is  often  the 
case,  dozens  of  commercial  interests 
sprang  up  to  meet  the  demand  Soon, 
the  names  of  private  mints,  such  as 
Mount  Everest  Mint,  World  Wide  Mint 
and  the  United  States  Silver  Corpora 
tion,  were  well  known  among  hobby¬ 
ists  loining  them  on  a  smaller  scale 
were  numerous  marketing  agencies, 
notably  Silver  Creations  Ltd  ,  E  )  Aleo 
&  Associates  and  World  Wide  Coin  In y 

~  - 


The  Kennedy  Mint  released  the  first 
"holiday"  ingot,  a  20-gram  25th  an 
mversary  bar.  m  1971. 


vestments-  These  agencies,  lacking 
minting  facilities  of  their  own,  com¬ 
missioned  bars  to  be  struck  by  major 
private  mints  and  then  took  responsi¬ 
bility  for  advertising  and  retail  sales. 

The  art  bar  market  was  competitive, 
but  it  was  still  a  large  pie  with  plenty 
of  pieces  to  go  around.  Art  bars  were 
the  "in"  thing,  and  everyone  seemed 
to  be  buying  them.  Records  of  1973-74 
bear  this  out,  as  "limited"  editions 
of  10,000-20,000  were  common;  an 
issue  of  only  1,000  was  an  extremely 
rare  occurrence. 

Although  faddish,  the  appeal  of  art 
bars  was  influenced  by  factors  con¬ 
siderably  more  far-reaching  than  those 
of  the  hula  hoop  or  Rubik's  Cube,  In 
1973  President  Nixon  allowed  the 
dollar  to  "float"  on  the  world  market, 
and  it  immediately  dropped  25  percent 
in  value  Later  in  the  year,  the  Arab- 
Israeli  October  War  caused  the  first  oil 
embargo  and  American  energy  crisis. 
These  factors  generated  a  mild  panic, 
and  many  financial  advisors  espoused 
gold  and  silver  specie  as  a  hedge 
against  inflation  At  the  same  time, 
many  numismatists  were  looking  for 
collecting  alternatives,  complaining 
that  U  S.  coinage  was  static,  dull  and 
often  expensive. 

Art  bars  seemed  to  fill  the  bill  per¬ 
fectly — they  were  silver,  artistic  and 
eminently  affordable.  In  the  beginning, 


pieces  with  a  mintage  of  10,000  or  A 

more  sold  for  $3  to  $4  each,  and 
limited  editions  seldom  exceeded  $10 
each  The  variety  of  art  bars  was 
limited  only  by  the  producers'  imagi¬ 
nations,  and  the  number  of  new  edi¬ 
tions  multiplied.  Advertisements  for 
art  bars  filled  the  pages  of  numismatic 
trade  journals  as  well  as  many  national 
non-numismatic  publications 
By  1974  art  bar  collecting  was  well 
established  as  a  hobby,  and,  after  a 
time,  particular  bars  were  very  much 
in  demand  Animals  were  |and  are]  a 
popular  subiect,  and  two  of  the  year's 
rising  stars  were  limited-edition  (999) 
pieces  depicting  grizzly  bears  The  first 
was  the  so-called  "Smoky  Mountain 
Ingot  ”  a  20-gram  bar  struck  in  1971 
by  the  Kennedy  Mint,  and  the  second, 
"Save  the  Grizzly,"  was  a  one-ounce 
"pilot"  bar  released  by  the  United 
States  Silver  Corporation  as  pan  of  its 


In  mid  1972  the  Madison  Mint  of 
Philadelphia  issued  a  series  of 
transportation-oriented  art  bars 
depicting  antique  cars,  trains,  a  fire 
engine  and  a  ship  (Continued) 
next  month. 
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A  Salute  To  My  Friend  'Lou' 
by-  Jan  D.  Henke 


One  of  the  hidden  'Treasures'  of  collecting 
silver  art  rounds  and  bars  is  the  life-long 
Friendships  to  be  made.  This  is  the  story  of 
one  such  Friendship. 

In  the  early  1990s,  I  began  to  receive  letters 
of  inquiries  on  California  Coin  Club  medals 
from  an  individual  by  the  name  of  Louis  J. 
Kretovics  from  Lorain,  Ohio.  He  soon  became 
known  to  me  by  the  name  of  'Lou'. 

In  the  Fall  of  1993,  I  had  planned  a  trip  to 
Iowa  to  visit  family.  A  fellow  numismatist  who 
was  writing  a  series  of  articles  on  the  Iowa 
Commemorative  Half  Dollar,  asked  to  go  with  me 
as  he  wanted  to  do  some  research  work  in  Iowa 
City.  And  so  I  received  a  letter  from  'Lou' 
who  said  he'd  like  to  meet  us  in  Iowa  City. 

And  I  thought  to  myself,  now  just  what  kind  of 
a  'nut'  would  travel  a  full  day  from  Ohio  just 
for  a  chance  meeting  with  two  medal  collectors 
from  California! ! 

And  so  we  met  'Lou'  and  his  lovely  wife  Alice 
in  Iowa  City  on  3  August  1993.  Upon  meeting, 
'Lou'  presented  me  with  several  medals  from  my 
home  state  of  Iowa.  These  medals  will  always 
remain  my  most  treasured.  At  dinner  that  even¬ 
ing  we  presented  'Lou'  with  two  uniface  eng¬ 
raved  medals  from  our  two  home  Clubs  back  in 
California,  engraved  with  the  date  of  our 
meeting. 

I  again  had  a  chance  to  renew  our  Friendship 
at  the  1995  IASAC  Convention  in  Las  Vegas  and 
my  wife  got  to  meet  these  two  friendly  and 
lovely  persons,  'Lou'  and  Alice  Kretovios. 

'Lou'  was  born  on  August  13,  1927  in  Lorain, 
Ohio,  and  has  been  a  lifelong  resident.  He  is 
a  1945  graduate  of  Lorain  St.  Mary's,  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  the  National  Radio  and  Television 
School  of  Lorain,  and  a  graduate  of  the  Indus¬ 
trial  Training  Institute  of  Chicago.  He  served 
in  the  U.S.  Navy  during  World  War  II  aboard 
the  Lyman  K.  Swenson  DD729 . 


(A  Salute  To  'Lou1  cont'd)  ' 

'Lou'  retired  as  a  Foreman  in  the  Substation 
Dept,  from  Ohio  Edison  after  38i  years. 

He  married  his  wife,  Alice  (Telatnik)  Kreto- 
vics  on  July  8,  1950.  They  have  three  grown 
children:  Kay(43),  Dale(41),  and  Jane(36). 
Thanks  Jane  for  the  information  for  this  art¬ 
icle.  They  also  have  seven  Grandchildren  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  1  and  19  years,  all  being 
their  pride  and  joy;  the  oldest  and  youngest 
being  girls  and  the  middle  five  are  boys. 

'Lou',  like  many  retirees,  with  his  many  var¬ 
ied  interests,  often  wonders  how  he  ever  found 
the  time  to  work  a  'regular  job'  .  He  is  inter¬ 
ested  in  Native  American  artifacts  (arrow¬ 
heads,  tools,  etc.),  watching  all  sports.  Then 
there's  metal  detecting  and  treasure  hunting, 
reading,  panning  for  gold,  self-taught  leaded 
stained  glass  artisan,  decorates  Easter  eggs 
Ukraine  style,  card  player,  and  golf  player. 

He  got  his  'hole  in  one'  in  1995  which  was  a 
6-iron  shot  on  a  Par-3,  135  yard  hole.  He  can 
always  keep  himself  busy  and  never  get  bored. 

'Lou'  is  a  Member  of  St.  Peter's  Church  and 
Holy  Name  Society  of  Lorain,  Ohio  Edison's 
Men's  Club,  VFW  Mullen-Murray  Post  451.  His 
numismatic  fraternities  are  many:  Lorain  Numis. 
Assoc.,  International  Assoc.  Of  Silver  Art  Col¬ 
lectors,  Solano  Silver  Round  Club,  Western 
Wooden  Money  Club,  and  others  to  numerous  to 
list . 

'Lou'  designed. the  official  logo  of  the  West¬ 
ern  Wooden  Money  Club  in  1995,  and  has  just 
submitted  the  winning  design  for  the  1996 
medal  of  the  Delta  Coin  Club  (CA) .  His  medal 
collecting  interests  are  as  wide  and  varied  as 
his  many  other  interests:  CSNA,  IASAC ,  TAMS, 
SSRC,  and  many  different  Coin  Club  medals.  He 
is  in  a  true  sense  a  'Medal  Nut'. 

I  have  also  made  many  other  Friends  and  Ac¬ 
quaintances  through  this  Wonderful  Hobby. 

Thanks  for  the  Friendship  'Lou' .  jdh 
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FROM  THE 
MAILBAG, 


Rick  Colgan  #076  replied  to 
Frank  Rhoades  #373  request 

for  silver  quotes  by  sending  in  a  list  of  highs 
and  lows  from  1953  to  1995.  We've  sent  a  copy  to 
Frank,  and  if  anyone  else  is  interested,  please 
send  Nancy  a  #10  SASE  -  it's  too  lengthy  to  re¬ 
print  here.  Frank  had  also  requested  information 
on  minta  that  are  in  business,  and  Rick  was  able 
to  help  out  with  that  as  well.  He  sent  a  brochure 
describing  his  company,  Medallion  Consultants, 

Inc.  (MCI).  MCI  is  an  experienced  minting  ser¬ 
vices  organization  which  handles  all  aspects  of 
a  project,  from  preparation  of  sketches  to  final 
artwork,  die  manufacturing  and  minting,  custom 
packaging  and  shipping  directly  to  the  customer. 
For  more  information  about  MCI,  contact  Rick  at 
208-556-3601,  or  write:  P.0.  Box  806,  Osburn, 

Idaho  83849. 

Another  minting  facility  is  Fleetwood.  They  do 
work  for  the  Marshall  Island  &  the  Isle  of  Man, 
and  these  countries  have  lately  been  issuing  coins 
in  .999  silver.  Recent  $50  denomination  coins 
of  the  Marshall  Islands  feature  Ford  autos,  James 
Dean,  wild  cats,  etc.  The  Isle  of  Man  has  a  1 
crown  Burmese  cat,  and  China  has  a  10  yuan  panda. 
For  information,  call:  1-800-628-3123. 

Our  IASAC  1996  silver  round  is  again  being  struck 
at  Silver  Towne,  and  their  advertising  department 
sent  "The  Silver  Towne  Story,"  which  reads: 

Silver  Towne  was  founded  in  1949  as  a  part-time  venture 
of  Leon  Hendrickson.  Sound  administrative  skills  coupled 
with  modest  expectations  and  unqualified  integrity  have 
enabled  Mr.  Hendrickson,  with  his  son  and  partner  David, 
to  foster  the  growth  of  an  avocation  into  one  of  the 
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FROM  THE  MAILBAG . (cont) 


largest  and  most  reputable  numismatic  firms  of  its  kind. 

Sil jer  Towne  now  has  headquarters  close  to  the  site  wnere 
it  has  been  doing  business  for  over  three  decades.  This 
unique  facility  was  custom  designed  to  enable  Silver 
Towne  to  provide  their  clients  with  greater  comfort  and 
to  serve  them  more  efficiently. 

Rare  coins  have  always  been  the  backbone  and  mainstay  of 
Silver  Towne.  Leon  started  a  love  affair  with  coins  over 
47  years  ago  and  it  continues  unabated. 

The  coin  shop  itself  has  grown  drastically  in  the  last 
six  years  by  adding  2  new  rooms.  One  houses  the  sports 
department,  the  other  was  an  enlargement  of  the  jewelry, 
with  an  addition  of  the  collectables  department  in  the 
existing  part  of  the  building. 

Club  member  Jerry  Scherer  #159  is  a  professional 
numismatist  at  Silver  Towne,  and  Nancy  Barnes, 
the  Custom  Minting  secretary  has  provided  in¬ 
valuable  assistance  in  getting  our  projects  com¬ 
pleted  on  time. 

If  anyone  has  more  mint  stories  to  tell,  please 
send  them  along  for  the  next  "mailbag." 

Wally  Thomas  #012  sent  in  some  photocopies  of 
"new  finds  from  a  recent  show."  Shown  here  is 
one  of  a  set  of  two  bars  from 
the  Illinois  Mint  marking  the 
50th  anniversary  of  American 
Airlines.  One  is  stamped  .999 
on  the  edge  and  the  other  has 
no  markings.  Both  have  blank 
reverses.  The  obverses  have 
red  and  blue  letters  and  num¬ 
bers,  and  everything  else  is 
highly  polished.  Wally  asks, 

"Does  anyone  know  the  history, 
mintage,  etc." 


isV 


He  also  came  across  a  Girl  With  Roses  tringot 
(MEM-120  in  the  updated  catalog,  1993,  pg .  38) 
that  has  a  different  reverse.  This  one  is 
engraved:  "24  KT  GOLD  ON  .999  SILVER  PROOF 
(copyright)  1975"  If  anyone  has  more  information 
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about  this  variety  of  the 
tringot  -  mintage,  etc. 
please  drop  a  line.  A 


A  while  back,  Glenn  Perry  #259  sent  this  drawing 
of  a  bar  he'd  found  which  is  not  listed  in  the 
book.  If  anyone  can  provide  some  history  on 
this  ingot,  we’d  like  to  hear  from  you. 


Michael  Turrini  #350  sent  a  copy  of  the  revised 
roster  of  the  Club  Medals  for  the  Vallejo  Numis¬ 
matic  Society  -  a  very  thorough  listing  of  all 
medals  from  1984  to  June  1,  1996.  To  request  a 
copy,  please  write  VNS  at:  P.0.  Box  4281, 

Vallejo  CA  94590. 

Thanks  to  Chuck  Luce  #131  for  placing  our  ad  for 
the  1996  IASAC  round  in  the  Heartland  Coin  Club 
bulletin.  In  a  note,  he  mentioned  that  he  &  his 
wife  Jean  will  be  unable  to  attend  the  annual 
meeting  later  on  this  month. 

Jan  Henke  #302  was  also  kind  enough  to  include  a 
copy  of  our  ad  in  the  Solano  Silver  Round  Club’s 
'Silver  Notes."  Jan  writes  that  he  wasn't  able 
to  make  a  fantastic  deal  on  airline  tickets  to 
Dallas.  He  &  his  wife  Joyce  will  make  a  trip 
to  Iowa  instead,  for  a  family  wedding  in  October. 
He  has  requested  extra  copies  of  the  'Bugle'  for 
the  Sept.  15th  Fairfield  7th  Annual  Coin  Show, 
and  we'll  gladly  be  sending  him  a  few. 

John  Gillgren  #324  won't  be  able  to  attend  the 
meeting  this  year  either,  and  we'll  miss  him. 
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FROM  THE  MAILBAG . (cont) 


John  has  been  at  the  last  three  club  meetings  - 
Milwaukee  (where  he  joined),  Chattanooga  and  Las 
Vegas.  He  sent  us  a  silver  gaming  token  from 
Green  Bay,  Wise,  to  use  as  a  door  prize  in  Irving 

Jacquie  DeMull  #050  is  always  the  first  one  to 
send  in  her  dues  for  the  upcoming  year.  In .truth 
she  writes,  "The  years  do  fly  by."  In  a  phone 
conversation  with  VP  Dick  DeVries  #079  we  learned 
that  his  wife  Luanne  &  Jacquie  are  sisters! 

Back  to  Dick  DeVries .  He  would  like  to  conduct 
a  live  auction  at  the  annual  meeting  as  a  fund¬ 
raiser  for  the  club  treasury.  If  you're  coming, 
please  think  about  bringing  along  an  extra  bar 
or  round  as  a  donation.  Thanks. 


We  have  lost  one  of  our  Charter  Members.  Frances 
L.  Beck  #059  was  a  librarian  in  Washington  DC 
before  moving  to  DeLand  FL  to  care  for  her  ailing 
mother.  Steve  Rood  #007  describes  Frances  as 
very  knowledgeable  about  the  silver  art  bar  hobby 
She  was  a  great  help  to  him  and  the  late  John 
Knox  when  they  were  working  on  an  early  edition 
of  the  art  bar  guide  book. 

Lou  Kretovics  #106,  who  was  a  runner-up  in  this 
year's  IASAC  design  contest  was  a  winner  in 
another  one  sponsored,  by  the  Delta  Coin  Club  of 
California.  The  ordering  deadline  has  expired, 
but  you  can  see  Lou's  winning  design,  pictured 
here.  The  round 
commemorates  the  1 50th 
anniversary  of  Stockton, 

California  and  features 
the  water  powered 
'Little  Giants'  used  in 
gold  mining. 


Question  of  the  Day: 

How  do  you  catch  a 
squirrel? 
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CLASSIFIED 


BARS  WANTED:  Skagit  River  Railway,  MEM-70,  NI-4, 
TM-39 ,  ST-87,  TSR-38 ,  WMI-18,  BHM-56  through 
BHM-67.  Paul  Siebach,  2102  Twin  Mill  Lane, 
Oakton  VA  22124. 


FOR  SALE:  The  Silver  Mint  TSM-49  to  54,  Holly 
Hobbit's  "The  American  Way"  (6  bar  set  in  origi¬ 
nal  case  -  $140.  MEM-43  to  48  "Wildlife  Tree" 
in  green  box  of  issue  (6  piece  set)  -  $60.00. 
Indian  Tribes  by  Franklin  Mint:  two  different 
sets  of  10  medals  each  in  dark  blue  picture 
frames  with  slide-in  cases  -  7.2  ox.  of  .999 
per  frame  -  $160.00  each.  W.  Thomas,  7800  High¬ 
way  38,  Caledonia  WI  53108.  (414)  835-4392. 


WANTED:  People  to  swap  1  oz .  .999  fine  silver 
casino  gaming  tokens,  $10  denomination,  round 
with  gold  trim.  Leeanne  Curts,  20848  Avenue  245, 
Lindsay  CA  93247. 


WANTED :  IASAC-1  (First  Convention),  IASAC-3 
(Statue  of  Liberty)  and  IASAC-8  (Mellow  Yello 
NASCAR  Cup).  Willing  to  pay  $30  each  or  $100 
if  all  three  at  once  are  sent.  Dennis  Lotspeich, 
P.O.  Box  2725,  Rancho  Palos  Verdes  CA  90275. 


COMPLETE  COLLECTION  of  old  'Limited  Edition' 
newsletters.  Send  $5.00  to  cover  postage. 
Lois  Lampinen,  3408  E.  Leisure  Lane,  Spokane, 
Washington  99223-7304. 
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FERGUSON  CONSTRUCTION 

commerical  ingot  to  be 
available  soon.  One  oz . , 
.999  fine  silver  with 
glank  reverse.  Serial 
numbered  on  the  edge, 
specific  numbers  early,  as  the 
very  limited.  Expected  price 
range  (no  firm  quote  because  the 
on  vacation).  Silversword 
Box  28415,  Seattle  WA  98118. 


Please  request 
supply  will  be 
in  mid-$20 
die  engraver  is 
Productions,  P.O. 
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TREASURY  UPDATE  9/96 
Previous  Balance  $1235.89 
Income 

New  Members/Renewals  $  160.00 
Advertising  65.00 
Round  Sales  1344.00 
Cash  Donations  3.00 

$1 572.00 

Expenses 

Printing/July  Bugle  $  193.29 
Postage  116.39 
Deposit  on  1996  Round  550.00 
Misc.  Office  Supplies  104.87 

$  964.55 


New  Balance 


$1843.34 


RENEWAL  INFORMATION 

We  are  mailing  1 80  copies  of  the  September 
Bugle.  We've  added  two  new  members  and  have 
lost  three.  If  you  see  a  RED  DOT  on  your  address 
label,  that  means  it's  time  to  send  in  your 
check  for  $10,  along  with  a  self-addressed 
stamped  envelope  to:  IASAC,  P.O.  Box  28415, 
Seattle  WA  98118. 

Don't  forget  to  include  your  FREE  classified  ad 
with  your  payment.  Thanks! 


The  Mint  Coin  Shop 

Dealers  in  Numismatics  •  Estate  Jewelry  •  Silver  Bars 


Duane  Spellman 

20114  Saticoy  Street 
Canoga  Park,  California  91306 
Send  for  your  FREE  copy  of  ray  next  Bi¬ 
monthly  Mail  Bid  Sale  and/or  my  fixed  price  listing 
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f  INTERNATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  >\ 

OF  SILVER  ART  COLLECTORS 

Established,  1985 
JIM  BEST  -  Lakeland,  FL  -  President 
RICHARD  De VRIES  -  Portage,  MI  -  Vice  President 
NANCY  YEE  -  Seattle,  WA  -  Secretary-Treasurer 
BILL  CASSIN  -  San  Diego,  CA  -  Historian 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

MICHELLE  BURKE  -  Los  Angeles,  CA  HARVEY  CHEW  -  Seattle  WA 
ARCHIE  KIDD  -  Erlanger,  KY  LOUIS  KRETOVICS  -  Lorain,  OH 
DUANE  SPELLMAN  -  Winnetka,  CA 

ADVERTISEMENTS  RECEIVED  AFTER  THE  POSTED  DEADLINE  WILL 
BE  HELD  UNTIL  THE  NEXT  PUBLICATION.  ADVERTISING  DEADLINE 
IS  THE  10th  OF  THE  MONTH  PRECEDING  PUBLICATION. 


ADVERTISING  RATES  for  camera  ready  Display  ads  and  Classified  word  ads  are: 
Full  Page  -  $25  Half  Page- $15  Quarter  Page  -  $10  Classified  Ad  -  lOt/word 

The  1ASAC  newsletter,  'The  Silver  Bugle'  is  published  six  times/year  in  January,  March, 
May,  July,  September  &  November.  Members  receive  one  FREE  25  word  classified  ad  with 
new  membership  and  ON  TIME  renewal  redeemable  at  any  time  during  the  year. 

Send  all  advertisements,  with  payment,  to  the  Editor  at: 

20114  Saticoy  St.,  Winnetka,  CA  91306 


International  Association  of  Silver  Art  Collectors 

The  International  Assoociation  of  Silver  Art  Collectors  (1ASAQ,  established  in  1985,  is 
dedicated  to  the  silver  round  and  art  bar  hobbist,  collector  dealer  and  producer.  All  persons 
interested  in  this  unique  hobby  are  invited  to  join.  The  club  regularly  publishes  its  newslet¬ 
ter,  'The  Silver  Bugle,'  providing  some  of  the  most  interesting  reading  for  you,  the  member. 
Not  only  do  you  receive  advance  notice  of  new  rounds  and  bars,  you  may  also  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  specials  offered  by  the  many  1ASAC  member-dealers.  We  also  produce  limited  edi¬ 
tion  silver  bars  and  rounds  for  our  members,  and  feature  special  contests  for  prizes.  Isn't  it 
time  for  you  to  take  advantage  of  the  benefits  available  as  a  member  of  the  IASAC? 

Yes,  1  would  like  to  join  the  largest  Silver  Art  Club  in  the  world.  Please  enroll  me  as  a 
member  of  1ASAC. 

NAME:  _ _ 

ADDRESS: _ _ _ 

CITY:  _ _  STATE: _ ZIP: _ 

TELEPHONE!  )  _ OCCUPATION: _ 

SIGNATURE:  _ _ DATE:  _ 

REFERRED 

BY: _ 


Mail  to:  IASAC  Secretary-Treasurer  P.O.  Box  28415,  Seattle,  WA  98118 

By  accepting  membership  in  the  International  Assodation  o<  Silver  Art  Collectors.  I  agree  to  abide  by  the 
Bylaws  of  the  IASAC  and  to  act  with  integrity  in  all  business  transactions.  Dues  are  $15  for  the  first  year; 
renewals  are  SlO/yr  International  rates  are  $25  for  the  first  year;  renewals  are  $20/ yr. 


